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Overview: Social studies’ is the integrated study of the social sciences to prepare young people 
to become responsible citizens.  
 
The purpose of social studies is to develop social understanding and civic efficacy (the 
readiness and willingness to assume citizenship responsibilities and to make informed and 
reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a democratic society.)  
 
The social studies curriculum builds four capacities in young people: disciplinary knowledge, 
thinking skills, commitment to democratic values, and citizen participation.  
 
 
Curriculum Overview: ISS has adopted the American Education Reaches Out (AERO) 
Standards and Performance Indicators for Social Studies. Their standards which were designed 
by the US state Department for implementation in American international schools to ensure 
vertical alignment of skills and content delivered in Social Studies courses.  The AERO 
framework is aligned with research-based trends in the development of curriculum worldwide, 
and particularly with the Common Core initiative in the United States.  Social Studies classes at 
ISS will require students to develop critical-thinking and problem-solving skills in the context of 
relevant “real world” engaging issues.  In addition, these classes will prepare students to be 
effective, contributing members of their local community and to be informed, active citizens of 
their country and of the world. 
 
Standard 1 (Time, Continuity, and Change) Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, relationships 
between people and events through time, and various interpretations of these relationships.  
 
Standard 2 (Connections and Conflict) Students will understand causes and effects of interaction among societies, 
including trade, systems of international exchange, war, and diplomacy.  
 
Standard 3 (Geography) Students will understand the interactions and relationship between human societies and 
their physical environment.  
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Standard 4 (Culture) Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among 
societies.  
 
Standard 5 (Society and Identity) Students will understand social systems and structures and how these influence 
individuals.  
 
Standard 6 (Government) Students will understand why societies create and adopt systems of governance and how 
they address human needs, rights, responsibilities and citizenship.  
 
Standard 7 (Production, Distribution, and Consumption) Students will understand fundamental economic principles 
and ways in which economies are shaped by geographic and human factors  
 
Standard 8 (Science, Technology, and Society) Students will understand how societies have influenced and been 
influenced by scientific developments and technological developments .  
 
 
The year will be broken up into two semesters. 
 
 
The first semester is an Investigation into the Ancient World.  The Ancient World is a phrase we use to 
describe the world during a long period of time.  That period begins with prehistory-(the time before 
writing was invented) and ends with the fall of the Roman Empire, and important ancient civilization.  This 
semester the students will locate and study the civilizations of the ancient world and investigate how they 
were shaped by geography and history.  
 
The second semester is an investigation into the Medieval World to present times.  The fall of the Roman 
Empire in A.D. 476 marked the end of the ancient world and the beginnings of medieval times. 
Civilizations developed in separate regions of the world.  This semester students will locate and study the 
civilizations of the medieval world and investigate how the world developed into what it is now.  
 
  
  
 
Materials-  
-Provided by the school  
-Textbook  World Studies “The Ancient World”  World Studies “Medieval Times to Today” 
-Provided by the student  
-Notebook/Folder  
-Positive attitude  
 
 
Student Evaluation:  
Most work will be completed in class. Such as reading of the textbook, writing assignments, 
worksheets, daily warm up (bell ringers), and journal entries. Periodically reports, presentations, 
and projects will be given for specific units.  
Presentations and projects may need to be completed at home.  
 



All work will be used to assess student progress toward learning targets. 
 
Students cannot pass without being at least proficient at all given Learning Targets for every 
unit. Students who are not at least proficient in one or more Learning Targets will need to 
continue to work toward mastery, even if the class has moved on to the next unit. 
 
Emerging : Student is in the beginning stages of understanding concepts and procedures and 
requires consistent support.  
Developing : Student accomplishes part of the task independently. Student can sometimes 
explain or demonstrate the process but may need prompting to complete it.  
Proficient : Student demonstrates proficiency of targeted grade level standards and is confident 
and competent.  
Mastering : Student demonstrates proficiency of targeted grade level standards with evidence 
of application to new  
contexts.  
 
Class Rules: 
 Follow the Golden Rule (Treat everyone as you would wanted to be treated)  
-Be Respectful  
-Come to class prepared ready to learn  
-Follow directions  
 

MASTERY OF WORK HABITS 

At ISS, our job as a community of students, teachers, parents and other adults in the school is 

not only to help students acquire the content knowledge necessary to be adequately prepared 

for their next level of education, but also to teach the habits, skills and character necessary to 

be a successful life-long learner and productive member of the communities in which they will 

live. 

 

As such, students will not only be assessed on their progress toward mastery of the Social 

Studies Learning Targets, but also of their progress toward mastery of the Work Habits that are 

necessary for success in school and life.Students will receive a rubric for the work habits.  

 
School Academic Honesty Policy 
All students are expected to adhere to the school’s Academic Honesty Policy.  Any student caught 
cheating or plagiarising (either purposefully or due to ignorance of plagiarism) will not be given credit 
until the assignment is redone.  Redone assignments will be given minimum credit. 
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